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February 7, 2019 
 
Committee on Public Safety, Veterans & Military Affairs 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 323 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
Re: House Bill 1097, Relating to Fireworks 
 
Dear Chair Takayama and members of the committee, 
 
As a licensed professional fireworks display company, we would like to propose an amendment to the language in HB 
1097, which proposes to Amend HRS 132D by adding language prohibiting the ignition of fireworks from any public 
way. 
 
The bill currently adds a section stating “It shall be unlawful for any person to set off, ignite, discharge, or otherwise 
cause to explode any fireworks or articles pyrotechnic from any public highway, alley, street, sidewalk, or other public 
way.” 
 
We would like to propose adding the phrase “without a permit issued under section 132D-10” into this statement as 
follows: 
“It shall be unlawful for any person to set off, ignite, discharge, or otherwise cause to explode any fireworks or articles 
pyrotechnic from any public highway, alley, street, sidewalk, or other public way without a permit issued under section 
132D-10.” 
 
Our company is in support of the intent of this bill to make unlawful the setting off of fireworks on roadways or other 
public thoroughfare.. However, we recognize that there are instances when it is desired to have fireworks on roadways. 
An excellent example of this is the upcoming Dragon Dance for the annual Honolulu Festival Parade in Waikiki. This 
measure, if enacted, may also jeopardize similar public events commemorating the Chinese Lunar New Year. 
 
We recommend that the use of fireworks be allowed on public ways under certain circumstances and after careful 
review by the respective Fire Departments or other authorities having jurisdiction. In our opinion, allowing the permit 
process specified in HRS 132D-10 to evaluate the suitability of the intended display would suffice to ensure public safety 
and suitability. 
 
Thank you for your careful consideration of this measure. We would be happy to answer any questions you may have 
related to this issue. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Bruce Albrecht 
Operations Manager 
Hawaii Explosives & Pyrotechnics, Inc. 
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HB-1097 
Submitted on: 2/6/2019 9:47:25 AM 
Testimony for PVM on 2/8/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Victor K. Ramos Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1097 
Submitted on: 2/6/2019 12:38:10 PM 
Testimony for PVM on 2/8/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Karin Nomura Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1097 
Submitted on: 2/6/2019 6:44:48 PM 
Testimony for PVM on 2/8/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dennis Tingey Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Feb. 6, 2019 

Dear Honorable members of the House Public Safety, Veterans, and Military Affairs: 

As longtime residents and homeowners we wish to go on record to support HB 1097, 
hearing scheduled 2/8/19 @ 10AM. Illegal fireworks have gotten worse every year. 
Aside from dangerous, a fire hazard and health hazard, the loud booms destroy the 
peace for the majority of the residents. These bombs also terrify pets all for the 
gratification of a minority that enjoy this illegal and dangerous activity. 

We believe HB 1097 would make it clear to law enforcement that they cite those using 
fireworks on public property the most common the sidewalks and streets that front their 
properties. 

Please approve and advance this bill. 

Respectfully yours, 

  

Dennis & Edith Tingey 

Makakilo, HI  

 



HB-1097 
Submitted on: 2/6/2019 7:30:54 PM 
Testimony for PVM on 2/8/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joy Inada Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill as I used to pop fireworks but now that I'm a dog owner, I no longer am 
fond of aerials that are played all year round after sporting events or for specific 
celebrations . One of my dogs is elderly and cant take meds for fear he may not wake 
up. I'm startled when gas bombs go off for no given reason. And also seeing little 
unsupervised kids isn't fun either. 

 



HB-1097 
Submitted on: 2/6/2019 10:26:07 PM 
Testimony for PVM on 2/8/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Athena Robello Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Please pass this bill. My animals & small children can not take another New Years like 
the one we had this past December.  It has gotten TOO much with the bombs and 
fireworks going off for weeks preceding the New Year. 

 



HB-1097 
Submitted on: 2/7/2019 9:59:29 AM 
Testimony for PVM on 2/8/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Katherine Linster Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support and urge the passage of HB 1097 for the health and safety of our 
community.  It is highly dangerous and poses an extreme hazard to allow individuals to 
set off what is essentially an explosive, an illegal one at that, on public or private 
lands.  The fire hazard, the trauma of the explosions to people and pets, and the safety 
hazard to allow these illegal explosive devices in our community is simply 
unacceptable.  The cultural argument falls flat and is an attempt by those committing 
illegal acts to conflate the use of legal fireworks with illegal fireworks and devices.  It is 
not cultural to endanger yourself, your community, and harm people and property for the 
sake of a "boom" or some lights in the sky.  We have regulated such hazardous activity 
and the practice of illegal and hazardous activity should not be allowed on public or 
private lands.  It is irresponsible and it's a matter of when not if, the disaster will occur 
due to these illegal explosive devices.  This bill strengthens enforcement of existing 
prohibitions and will serve to advance the safety of our community. 

 





HB-1097 
Submitted on: 2/7/2019 11:29:18 AM 
Testimony for PVM on 2/8/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Chuck Spence Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

As a resident of Haiku, Maui, I testify that the fireworks in and around the community 
are out of control.  They strike unecessary fear (and in some cases death)  in the 
animals we care for, particularly our beloved pets and our farm animals.  Living in an 
agricultural zone that allows fireworks is incongruous and should be strictly 
prohibited.  Additionally, no one abides by the current laws and sets off overpowered, 
illegal fireworks at all hours, particularly during holidays like New Years and July 4th.  

It is not fair to the taxpayer, burdened with more expenses incurred by the police and 
fire departments.   

The hard working farmers and pet owners of Maui implore you to vote in favor of 
HB1097. 

 



HB-1097 
Submitted on: 2/7/2019 11:56:41 AM 
Testimony for PVM on 2/8/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kelley Streadbeck Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-1097 
Submitted on: 2/7/2019 1:03:30 PM 
Testimony for PVM on 2/8/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Christopher M Profio Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Illegal fireworks cause havoc on Maui every year. It's not uncommon for fireworks to be 
exploded nightly from Halloween until after New Year's. Our dogs are traumatized by 
the noise, the air is polluted by the smoke, and the debris left behind in the streets from 
these illegal fireworks being set off runs into the storm drains and into the oceans. 
 
The Maui Police do not seem to enforce existing laws against illegal fireworks because 
they do not patrol my neighborhood where they could see and hear violations. Instead, 
they say the "chase [fireworks] calls" but never seem to make any arrests. The police 
need to get out of their cars and patrol the problem neighborhoods on foot [or better yet, 
on bicycle] in order to be present when the violations are occurring and be able to take 
enforcement action. I know from my own prior law enforcement experience that this 
tactic works, but the local police do not seem able to work proactively against the 
problem. 
 
The flow of illegal fireworks must therefore be stopped when they are shipped into the 
state. Greater efforts should be made to detect and intercept these shipments. Further, 
the existing laws against illegal fireworks need to be properly enforced. 
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HB-1097 
Submitted on: 2/7/2019 7:31:28 PM 
Testimony for PVM on 2/8/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lisa J Sims Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Not only are there many illegal fireworks being discharged but the noise and litter is a 
great problem. Police must stop the import of the fireworks as enforcement is virtually 
impossible. Illegal fireworks are being shipped to Hawaii in containers that are not being 
checked. Animals and people, especially with PTSD, are greatly affected. 
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HB-1097 
Submitted on: 2/7/2019 8:46:40 PM 
Testimony for PVM on 2/8/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

gerraine Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

As a long-suffering resident from illegal fireworks, impossible to control due to faulty 
laws, I strongly support stiff penalties and laws to punish illegal sale/use of fireworks. 

Members of my family have had to go to the hospital from asthmatic attacks. 

Our animals go crazy, for MONTHS before and after New Years.   

Our homes are is jeopardy of catching fire. 

Pet owners suffer trying to deal with terrified pets.  We VOTE!!! 
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HB-1097 
Submitted on: 2/7/2019 8:56:56 PM 
Testimony for PVM on 2/8/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Christie Brookman Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please do help us from the onslaught of fireworks.  My neighborhood sounded like a 
warzone for a week surrounding New Year's Eve.  I have impacted dogs and horses, 
and even though I am not affected with PTSD, the onslaught was very very unsettling 
and often mixed with gunfire and cannon fire.  Since we live in Orchidland, a very large 
neighborhood on the Big Island, I feel your verbiage should include privately owned 
roads such as these if possible.  Thank you, Christie Brookman 
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HB-1097 
Submitted on: 2/7/2019 10:47:37 PM 
Testimony for PVM on 2/8/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andrea Jean Minor Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill because illegal fireworks have become a big problem.  The noise 
continues for literally weeks, both before and after the holiday.  No one cleans up their 
messes the next morning.  Parks, streets, esp the beach, it's a big mess.   
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HB-1097 
Submitted on: 2/7/2019 11:48:45 PM 
Testimony for PVM on 2/8/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

DyannaYost Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

For the first time we had illegal fireworks in our subdivision this New Year, which started 
early and continued until well after 1 AM. We are 25 miles out of town and on water 
catchment. Water is a commodity to those of us here. Not only are the illegal fireworks 
terrible for our pets as I heard dogs howling and barking due to the sheer terror from the 
loud bombs. Our homes are in jeopardy too. If one home burns, it could spread to 
others. Please help stop illegal fireworks in our neighborhoods statewide. 

Mahalo, 

Dyanna Yost 
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Something has to be done! How are these coming into our island? Shipments from 
overseas must be monitored. Someone on the front line is getting paid a lot of money in 
allowing these illegal fireworks to get through our customs and on to our streets. 

Unless we band fireworks all together, I feel this will be an ongoing problem. Allowing 
any into the state for recreational use only allows for this to continue. 

I support banning and making tougher laws against fireworks. Our pets and Veterans 
depend on it! 

Aloha, 

Jackie Gravener 

 



HB-1097 
Submitted on: 2/8/2019 9:46:19 AM 
Testimony for PVM on 2/8/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

De MONT R. D. 
CONNER 

Ho'omanapono Political 
Action Committee 

(HPAC) 
Comments Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

WE JUST OFFER COMMENTS OF THE OVERLY BROAD RESTRICTIONS ON 
SETTING OFF FIREWORKS. HOLDING ACCOUNTABLE INDIVIDUALS WHO SET 
OFF FIREWORKS ON THE FREEWAY/HIGHWAY OR OTHER TRUE PUBLIC 
SPACES. HOWEVER, TO PENALIZE PEOPLE FOR SETTING OFF FIREWORKS IN 
THEIR PARKING SPACES THAT FRONT THEIR HOMES ON THE PUBLIC ROADS 
OR ON THE SIDEWALKS THAT FRONT OUR HOMES, IS A GOVERNMENTAL 
OVERREACH. PLEASE CLARIFY THE BILL. 
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HB-1097 
Submitted on: 2/8/2019 1:59:40 PM 
Testimony for PVM on 2/8/2019 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

tony frascarelli Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Finally, some common sense legislation. 
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